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ASNNE MISSION

ASNNE is an
incorporated, non-
profit, scientific and
educational
organization with
three primary goals:

1) To have fun
sharing our
knowledge and
interest with others.

2) To provide basic
education in
astronomy and
related sciences to
all who are
interested.

3) To promote the
science of
Astronomy.

 OCT. 2008

Member of NASA’s
Night Sky Network

Newsletter of the Astronomical Society of Northern New England
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ASNNE Stargazers please note:

Our Starfest gathering scheduled for this
weekend, Sept 26/27 is being postponed due
to weather forecasts showing nothing but rain
for the next 3 days.

Starfest is being rescheduled for the weekend
of Oct 3rd and 4th. Our guest speaker, Prof
Barry Rock, is still able to be with us for his
presentation. He will talk on Sat
evening(around 6PM), Oct 4th.

Since our regular monthly Club Meeting for
Oct is also scheduled for Fri Oct 3rd, it seems
to make sense to incorporate it into Starfest
Weekend. It has been suggested that the
Meeting be Saturday Oct 4th since this is the
Chicken BBQ and Guest Speaker day any-
way.

So "Starfest 2008 Rescheduled" looks like
this:

Fri Oct 3rd: Evening gathering at the Obser-
vatory for socializing, hot drinks, and hope-
fully some clear sky stargazing! Overnight
camping welcomed and encouraged.

Sat Oct 4th: Solar viewing during the day.
Chicken BBQ mid afternoon. Club Meeting
(of sorts) following BBQ... short 10 min im-
promptu talks by Club Members/Guests wel-
comed! Guest Speaker Barry Rock around 6
PM followed by clear sky stargazing!

PLEASE BRING: telescopes/binoculars and
other related Astronomy stuff, warm
clothes(boots/hats/gloves strongly recom-
mended), chairs, other creature comforts you
desire. Some drinking water will be provided
but bringing your own is suggested.

Email me if you have questions and/or sug-
gestions. Let's hope we have some crisp, clear
Fall weather!

thanks....

Tim

BTW we need a show of hands for who will
be eating the Chicken BBQ.....please, if you
have not already done so, let me know via
email how many meal tickets you want.
Adults $10, kids under 12 are $5. Each meal
ticket is entered into the door prize give-a-
way.

   “Continued on page 2”

Astronomical League
Member

Solar Viewing at STARFEST 2007
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Club Contacts

Officers:

President:
Tim Brown
zawijava@maine.rr.com

Vice President:
Joan Chamberlin
starladyjoan@yahoo.com

Secretary:
Sara Dinyari
scarterdin@hotmail.com

Treasurer:
Wes Brann
wbrann@maine.rr.com

Board of Directors:

David Bianchi
dbianchi@verizon.net

Scott Kearney
scottydog1@verizon.net

Joyce Brann
wbrann@maine.rr.com

Star Party
Co-ordinator:

TBD

Skylights Editor:

Paul Kursewicz
pkursewicz@verizon.net

Website Manager:

Jim Hatch
nerdfulthings@earthlink.net

NASA Night Sky
Network
Co-ordinator:

Joan Chamberlin
starladyjoan@yahoo.com

JPL Solar System
Ambassador:

Joan Chamberlin
starladyjoan@yahoo.com

STARFEST 2008 “Continued from page 1”

Dr. Barrett N. Rock
Complex Systems Research Center

Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans, and
Space

University of New Hampshire
39 College Road, Morse Hall, Durham, NH

03824-3525
Tel.: (603)862-2949, FAX: (603)862-0188

E-mail: barry.rock@unh.edu

Dr. Barrett N. Rock is a Professor in
the Complex Systems Research Center at the
University of New Hampshire (UNH). He is
also a member of the Natural Resources fac-
ulty and the Institute for the Study of Earth,
Oceans and Space at UNH, and teaches
forestry-related courses in Natural Resources.
He holds a Bachelors degree in Botany from
the University of Vermont (1966) and a Doc-
toral degree in Botany from the University of
Maryland (1972). His research focuses on the
impact of air pollutants on forest species, and
he utilizes satellite data and ground-based
spectral reflectance measurements to monitor
forest health conditions impacted by poor air
quality.

            His interest in climate change and its
impacts on the New England region stem from
the fact that changes in physical climate
(temperature, precipitation, etc.) and chemical
climate (air pollution levels in the atmosphere)
have critical impacts on the environment in
our region. In 2001, he was lead author and
chief editor of the New England Regional As-
sessment (NERA) of the potential regional im-
pacts of climate change, entitled: Preparing
for a Changing Climate: New England Re-
gional Overview of the Potential Conse-
quences of Climate Variability and Change
(www.necci.sr.unh.edu). He has continued this
focus by participating in a study entitled: Cli-
mate Change in the U.S. Northeast, a report of
the Northeast Climate Impacts Assessment
(NECIA) program of the Union of Concerned
Scientists.

Rock also has a strong interest in astronomy,
stemming for a childhood fascination with
stars and planets. As a middle schooler he pur-
chased and used a 4” Newtonian reflector with
paper route money, but now uses a similar-
sized Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. He now
uses his interest in Venus and Mars as a means
of introducing the public to the concept of how
greenhouse gases affect planetary climates.
His presentation will focus on important
lessons we have gained planetary explorations
of many places within our own solar system,
lessons that have implications to our living on
Earth. His recent work with two local high
school students’ study of Martian surface min-
eralogy using data from the European Space
Agency’s Mars Express Mission will also be
presented.

Go to http://phoenix.lpl.arizona.edu/ for the
latest concerning the Mars Phoenix Lander.

At STARFEST 2007, Sam Kournaves from
Tufts University gave a dual talk involving
the mythology of Mars and his upcoming
mission, the Mars Phoenix Lander.
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Moon Phases

Oct 7
First Quarter

Oct 14
Full

Oct 21
Last Quarter

Oct 28
New

Moon Data

Oct 1
Mars 5º north

of Moon
Venus 5º north

of Moon

Oct 4
Antares 0.1º north

of Moon

Oct 5
Moon at apogee

Oct 7
Jupiter 2º north

of Moon

Oct 10
Neptune 0.9º south

of Moon

Oct 12
Uranus 4º south

of Moon

Oct 17
Moon at perigee

Oct 25
Saturn 5º north

of Moon

Oct 27
Mercury 7º north

of Moon
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MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership fees are for the calendar year beginning  in January and ending in
December. Dues (see page 9 for prices) are payable to the treasurer during the
last quarter of each year (October- December) for t he upcoming year. Checks

should be made payable to the Astronomical Society of Northern New England
(A.S.N.N.E). If you would like to mail in your dues , use the form on page 9.

Additional Notice
Dues have to be paid before the December meeting or  the members cannot vote

or run in the elections for officers for 2009. This  is in the By-laws.
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Principal
Meteor

Showers in
2008

January 4
Quadrantids

April 22
Lyrids

May 6
Eta Aquarids

July 30
Delta Aquarids

August 12
Perseids

October 9
Draconid

October 21
Orionids

November 9
Taurids

November 18
Leonids

November 26
Andromedids

December 14
Geminids

December 22
Ursids

Note: Dates are
for maximum

Club Items For Sale

Our club has merchandise for sale at:
www.cafepress.com/asnne

  "��	�����	������	����	��	���	���������	#��� �

Any design can be put on any item.
Just let our Director, David Bianchi, know.

SHOP CATEGORIES

               Postage · Apparel · Housewares
 Hats & Bags · Stickers, Buttons & Magnets

                                                                                                        Got any News?
Skylights welcomes your Input.

 Here are some suggestions:

Book reviews -- Items for sale -- New equipment -- Ramblings --
 Star parties -- Observing -- Photos.
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Date Subject Location

       October 3
        Starfest
      Weekend
         Begins

Due to poor weather, September’s Starfest has
been postponed and is rescheduled for Oct. 3,4.
Since our regular monthly Club Meeting is also
scheduled for Friday Oct. 3rd, it has been decided
to incorporate it into our Starfest 2008 Weekend.
Friday: Evening gathering at the observatory for
socializing, hot drinks, and hopefully clear skies.

Starfield Observatory,
West Kennebunk, Me.

      October 4

  Guest Speaker:
 Prof Barry Rock

Saturday: Solar viewing. Mid-afternoon Chicken
BBQ with potatoes, corn on the cob, rolls, dessert.
Adults:$10 per plate. Under twelve $5 per plate.
Door prize raffle included in meal ticket purchase.
Club meeting after BBQ. 6:00PM Guest speaker
Professor Barry Rock. Evening star gazing.

Starfield Observatory,
West Kennebunk, Me.

Directions to ASNNE event locations

Directions to Masonic Hall

From I-95:
If coming southbound, take Exit 25 off of I-95. Come out to Rte. 35. Turn left at stop sign and turn right at
next stop sign. Proceed straight ahead and you will see a variety store on the left and the Masonic Hall will
be on the right.

If coming northbound, take Exit 25 off of I-95. Turn right at the stop sign and cross over I-95. Proceed
straight for about 1/2 mile. There will be a variety store on the left and the Masonic Hall will be on the right.

Directions to Starfield Observatory

From North:
Get off turnpike at exit 32, (Biddeford) turn right on Rt 111. Go 5 miles and turn left on Rt 35. Go 2 miles
on Rt 35 over Kennebunk River to very sharp 90 degree left turn. The entrance to the Starfield Observatory
site is at the telephone pole at the beginning of the large field on the left. Look for the ASNNE sign on the
pole.

From South:
Get off the turnpike at exit 25 in Kennebunk. After toll both turn right on Rt 35. Go up over the turnpike and
immediately turn right on Rt 35. About 4 miles along you will crest a hill and see a large field on your right.
Continue until you reach the end of the field. Turn right into the Starfield Observatory site at the last
telephone pole along the field. Look for the ASNNE sign on the pole. If you come to a very sharp 90 degree
right turn you have just passed the field.
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To join ASNNE, please fill out the below membership form. Checks should be made payable to:
Astronomical Society of Northern New England (A.S.N.N.E). For more details, please visit our website:

http://www.asnne.org

Astronomical Society of Northern New England
P.O. Box 1338
Kennebunk, ME 04043-1338

2009 Membership Registration Form

(Print, fill out and mail to address above)

Name(s for family): _______________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________
City/State: ______________________________ Zip code: ________________________

Telephone # _____________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________

Membership (check one):
Individual $35 _____ Family $ 40 _____ Student under 21 years of age $10 _____ Donation________

Sky & Telescope ($32.95)_____      Astronomy ($34)_____

Total Enclosed____________

Tell us about yourself:
1. Experience level: Beginner____ Some Experience ____ Advanced______

2. Do you own any equipment? (Y/N) And if so, what types?

_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you have any special interests in Astronomy?

_________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you hope to gain by joining ASNNE?

__________________________________________________________________________________
5. How could ASNNE best help you pursue your interest in Astronomy?

__________________________________________________________________________________
6. ASNNE's principal mission is public education. We hold many star parties for schools and the general
public for which we need volunteers for a variety of tasks, from operating telescopes to registering
guests to parking cars. Would you be interested in helping?
     Yes_____ No_____

 7. ASNNE maintains a members-only section of its web site for names, addresses and interests of
members as a way for members to contact each other. Your information will not be used for any other
purpose. Can we add your information to that portion of our web site?

     Yes_____  No_____


